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1
DRIVE AXLE FOR AN INDUSTRIAL TRUCK

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The invention relates to a drive axle for an industrial truck,
in particular a forklift, in which drive wheels are rotatably
mounted and which is mounted to a vehicle frame by flexible
elements.

BACKGROUND

Industrial trucks, in particular forklifts, have at least one
drive axle, which often is arranged in the area of the hoisting
gear, and is connected to the vehicle frame. In order to mini-
mize bending and deformation of the vehicle frame, these
axles are often connected to the frame by means of screw
joints. This enables a positioning of the lift mast that is as
accurate as possible.

The transfer of driving noise into the passenger compart-
ment is a disadvantage of this type of connection.

DE 100 29 881 B4 discloses a forklift, at which the drive
axle is rigidly connected to the lift frame, and the drive axle is
connected to the frame through flexible elements, which are
arranged in a ring pattern around the axle housing. The flex-
ible elements thereby undergo shearing stress, which reduces
the service life of the flexible elements.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

This invention is subject to the task of creating a drive axle
by means of which the transfer of noise into the driver’s cabin
is reduced, and which is characterized by high reliability.
Additional objects and advantages of the invention will be set
forth in part in the following description, or may be obvious
from the description, or may be learned through practice of
the invention.

The objects are solved with a drive axle of the generic kind
that also has the distinctive characteristics according to
aspects of the invention as set forth herein.

In accordance with the invention, the drive axle of the
industrial truck has an axle housing, in which the drive wheels
of'the industrial truck are rotatably mounted. The drive axle is
able to be connected to the vehicle frame through flexible
elements, whereas the drive axle has fastening mechanisms
that are, on one hand, able to be connected to the vehicle
frame and, on the other hand, connected to the axle housing,
whereas the flexible elements are arranged between these
fastening mechanisms and the axle housing. The axle housing
and fastening mechanisms are designed in such a manner that
the flexible elements are subject to pressure solely in the main
load directions. In one form of design of the invention, the
fastening mechanisms are connected to the axle housing in
such a manner that the flexible elements are installed under
preload.

In an additional form of design of the invention, a flexible
element is provided for each load direction; this is com-
pressed in order to absorb the load forces.

Preferably, the flexible elements consist of a flexible plastic
material. However, there is also the possibility of using other
materials that are suitable for absorption. In addition to the
absorption effect, the flexible material also has the necessary
strength and stiffness for reliably transterring the forces at
work to the drive and the vehicle.

In order to facilitate the mounting of the flexible elements
and/or the fastening mechanisms on the axle housing, the
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2

flexible elements and/or the fastening mechanisms may have
centering devices, by means of which easy mounting is pos-
sible.

By arranging the flexible elements directly between the
axle housing and the fastening mechanisms, which are able to
be connected to the vehicle frame, and by each flexible ele-
ment absorbing only a main direction of force and thereby
solely being subject to pressure, a drive axle for an industrial
truck, which does not transfer unwanted vibrations to the
vehicle cabin and can be operated reliably, is created.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Additional characteristics can be taken from the descrip-
tion of the figures:

The following are shown:

FIG. 1 is a drive axle;

FIG. 2 is a cut through the drive axle of FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 is an additional option of a drive axle;

FIG. 4 is a cut through the drive axle according to FIG. 3;

FIG. 5 is a drive axle with v-shaped grooves;

FIG. 6 is a drive axle with u-shaped grooves;

FIG. 7 is a side view of a drive axle; and

FIG. 8 is a front view of the drive axle of FIG. 7.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Reference will now be made to embodiments of the inven-
tion, one or more examples of which are shown in the draw-
ings. Each embodiment is provided by way of explanation of
the invention, and not as a limitation of the invention. It is
intended that the present invention include modifications and
variations to the embodiments described herein.

FIG. 1:

The drive axle has an axle housing 1, to which fastening
mechanisms 2 are connected, which, on the one hand, are able
to be connected to a vehicle frame not shown here and, on the
other hand, are connected to the axle housing 1 by screws 3.
Flexible elements 4 are arranged between the fastening
mechanisms 2 and the axle housing 1. Moreover, the lift mast
not shown here may be rotatably mounted on the axle housing
1.

FIG. 2:

The fastening mechanisms 2 are connected to the axle
housing 1 by screws 3. In the area of the fastening mecha-
nisms 2, the axle housing 1 has a dome 5, which has a first
contact surface 6 in a first direction of force, a second contact
surface 7 in a second direction of force and a third contact
surface 8 in a third direction of force. A flexible element 4
abuts the first contact surface 6, and is held under preload
between the fastening mechanisms 2 and the axle housing 1
by screws 3. Thus, the flexible element 4 on the first contact
surface 6 absorbs the forces from the load coming in perpen-
dicular to the first contact surface 6. Thus, the flexible element
4 is solely subject to pressure. The flexible element 4, which
abuts the second contact surface 7, absorbs forces from the
second direction of force upon a pressure load that takes
effect perpendicular to the second contact surface 7, and the
flexible element 4, which abuts the third contact surface 8,
absorbs forces that take effect perpendicular to the third con-
tact surface 8, in the 3rd dimension not shown here. Thus, all
flexible elements 4 are subject to pressure and cover the main
directions of force.

FIG. 3:

The fastening mechanisms 2 are connected to the axle

housing 1, whereas flexible elements that are not shown are
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arranged between the fastening mechanism 2 and the axle
housing 1. The fastening mechanisms 2 fully encompass the
axle housing 1.

FIG. 4:

The axle housing 1 is designed as a hexagon in the area of
the fastening mechanisms 2. However, there is also the pos-
sibility of using a different polygon, such as a triangle or an
octagon. A flexible element 4 is set up at each surface of the
hexagon of the axle housing 1, by which, upon a load of the
fastening mechanism 2, mainly compressive stress takes
effect on the flexible elements 4.

FIG. 5:

The fastening mechanisms 2 are connected to the axle
housing 1, whereas the axle housing 1 has a v-shaped groove
9, in which flexible elements 4 are arranged. The v-shaped
groove 9 is found around the axle housing 1. The v-shaped
groove 9 may be designed in a plane or curved form, and may
run at right angles along the longitudinal extension of the
drive axle.

FIG. 6:

The drive axle according to FIG. 6 differs from the drive
axle according to FIG. 5 by the fact that the v-shaped grooves
9 of FIG. 5 are replaced by u-shaped grooves 10 of FIG. 6.
FIG. 7

The drive axle has an axle housing 1, to which fastening
mechanisms 2 are connected, which, on the one hand, are able
to be connected to a vehicle frame not shown here and, on the
other hand, are connected to the axle housing 1 by screws 3.
Flexible elements 4 that are formed flat are arranged between
the fastening mechanisms 2 and the axle housing 1.

As a variant, the lift mast that is not shown here may be
rotatably mounted on the axle housing 1.

Modifications and variations can be made to the embodi-
ments illustrated or described herein without departing from
the scope and spirit of the invention as set forth in the
appended claims.

The invention claimed is:

1. A drive axle for a motor vehicle, comprising:

an axle housing;

fastening mechanisms connected to the axle housing, the

fastening mechanisms used to connect the axle housing
to a frame of the motor vehicle, wherein at least a partial
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polygon mating surface profile is defined between the
axle housing and each of the fastening mechanisms, the
mating surface profile having a plurality of sides extend-
ing perpendicular to a longitudinal axis of the drive axle,
with the sides intersecting at non-zero angles;

an individual and separate flexible element disposed

between the fastening mechanisms and the axle housing
along each of the sides so as to decouple direct contact
between the fastening mechanisms and the axle housing,
the flexible elements separated and abutting at the inter-
sections of the sides; and

the flexible elements separated and disposed so as to be

subjected to mainly compressive pressure forces
induced in a load direction perpendicular to the respec-
tive side along which the flexible element is disposed as
opposed to shearing forces.

2. The drive axle as in claim 1, wherein the fastening
mechanisms and the mating surface profile partially enclose
the axle housing in a positive-locking manner.

3. The drive axle as in claim 1, wherein the mating surface
profile has a polygon shape that completely encircles the axle
housing, the flexible element arranged on each surface of the
polygon shape.

4. The drive axle as in claim 1, wherein the fastening
mechanisms comprise a V-shaped groove perpendicular to a
longitudinal axis of the drive axle, the flexible element
arranged on each angled surface of the V-shaped groove.

5. The drive axle as in claim 1, wherein the fastening
mechanisms comprise a U-shaped groove perpendicular to a
longitudinal axis of the drive axle, the flexible element
arranged on the surface of the U-Shaped groove.

6. The drive axle as in claim 1, wherein the fastening
mechanisms comprise a dome arranged perpendicular to a
longitudinal axis of the drive axle and the mating surface
profile defines three separate contact surfaces with the axle
housing, the flexible element arranged on each of the three
contact surfaces.

7. The drive axle as in claim 1, wherein the fastening
mechanisms are fastened to the axle housing with screws that
extend into holes in the axle housing.
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